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There was only an hour remaining at the end

of a teacher work day on May 31 and Tracy

Gutsche was just finishing organizing her

classroom at Daviess County High School.

She was putting some items in a closet and

needed to reach a shelf, so she scooted a 

student chair over to the area and climbed

up.

“The reach was not exceptionally high or

precarious,” Tracy remembers. “However,

when I stepped off the chair, I somehow 

lost my footing and hit the floor. I guess I

was trying to catch myself because I landed

stiff-armed.”

Stunned, she called for help and a colleague

across the hall hurried to her side.

Tracy’s wrist was broken. “It was a broken

radius, and also other breaks that resulted in

a plate and nine screws, which required  
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Sometimes a 

picture is worth a

thousand words.

With that in mind,

Tracy Gutsche

shared this X-ray

image of her wrist

as a cautionary

tale to others

about the potential

for injury that 

exists when we

take “safety 

shortcuts.”
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next-day surgery,” she said. “I wore a splint for two

weeks.”

Even after surgery, the injury and its aftermath were

painful and inconvenient. 

“The impact on my ‘real life’ was immediate,” Tracy said.

“Over the summer, bathing, dressing and grooming were

time-consuming and, at time, painful tasks. Swelling has

been the main problem since the incident, which limited

my hand and my fine motor skills. I have been in physical

therapy and now occupational therapy since July. Strength

and grip were immediately diminished but have improved

over time. Now I’m trying to regain full use of my fingers.

Hand-writing more than three Post-It notes worth of 

material is challenging enough, but even more so as a high

school English teacher!”

Tracy is the first to acknowledge that this injury could

have been easily prevented by using a stepladder.

She wanted to share her story in the hopes that her 

experience might remind others to think before taking

safety shortcuts such as standing on chairs or trying to

reach too high or carry too much. 

“Our district is overflowing with dedicated professionals

who spend extra hours in their buildings and classrooms,”

Tracy said. “Many of us simply cannot finish the school

year or begin a new one without spending several hours in

our work spaces. After this accident, all I could think

about was what would I have done if I had been alone in

my work area without others to assist me? What if I had

passed out? I had never experienced a broken bone so this

was the first time I had ever experienced shock; I did not

know whether I was going to pass out or throw up – a

feeling that took about 30 minutes to subside.”

Tracy is adamant about the lessons to be learned from her

experience. “The obvious lesson learned in my case is

‘Don’t stand on a chair!’” she said emphatically. “But I

would also urge my professional colleagues to get your

job done during your regular work hours. If that is not

possible – especially for my elementary teacher 

colleagues who have so much decorating to put up and

take down – arrange to work your extra hours when 

colleagues are nearby.”

Tracy experienced a bad injury with a long and difficult

recovery. The DCPS Safety Team is sincerely appreciative

of Tracy’s willingness to share her story in the Grapevine

as a reminder to others to please be careful. We care about

YOU. 

Let’s All Take a Step Toward Safety

Janet Carter (WLES) was the 

winner of our recent Safety Pay$

contest, which asked district staff

members to identify the location

of approved safety step ladders in

their buildings. 

Remember: We are all winners

when we follow safe practices! 



The Foundation for

DCPS Board of 

Directors invites

you to attend a 

reception from 

5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 28, in

the Commons Area

at Apollo High

School as we 

honor our 2016

Distinguished Alumni — Lisa Risley, AHS Class of 1977;

and Col. J. Harper Cook, DCHS Class of 1989.

The official award presentation will take place at 6:45

p.m. on the Apollo football field, prior to the start of the

AHS-DCHS game. 

Lisa Risley worked for the U.S. government for 33 years,

including 31 years of service as a federal law enforcement

officer. She was appointed as a special agent with the U.S.

Secret Service in May 1984. She joined the U.S. Agency

for International Development Office of Inspector General

in 2010, and two years later was named assistant inspector

general for investigations. She is a

graduate of the Federal Law 

Enforcement Training Center in

Brunswick, Ga., and the U.S. Secret

Service Training Academy in

Beltsville, Md. She earned a bachelor

of science degree from Murray State

University with majors in psychology

and sociology and is a 1977 graduate

of Apollo High School.

Colonel J. Harper Cook currently

serves as the Army Court-Martial

Judge of Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

and Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

His career with the U.S. Army has 

included field grade assignments such

as action officer in the Office of the

Judge Advocate General, 

Administrative Law Division, 

Pentagon; regional defense counsel at

Fort Bragg, N.C.; and staff judge 

advocate at the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special 

Warfare Center and School at Fort Bragg. He has a 

master’s degree in military law from the U.S. Army Judge

Advocate Legal Center and School and a law degree from

the University of South Carolina School of Law. His 

honors include receiving the Bronze Star Medal for 

Service (two awards); the Military Service Medal 

(six awards); and Airborne and Air Assault skill badges.

For more information or to RSVP to the reception, 

contact Foundation for DCPS executive director 

Vicki Quisenberry at 270-231-5583.

Lisa Risley

Harper Cook

Read This Before You Click That!
There is an email going around that says

your mailbox is full with instructions to

click on a link to keep your account from

being deactivated.

THIS IS A HOAX designed to steal your

passwords. Do not click the link.

Never enter your password into an 

unknown site, even if it looks legitimate.

At left is a screenshot of the site linked

to the email going around. Notice that the

highlighted portion of the URL at the top has nothing to do

with KYSCHOOLS or Daviess County.  

If you have entered your information into this site, contact

Computer Operations at 270-852-7000 ext. 777 immediately

to have your password changed.

Steve Burton



Our DCPS United Way Building Campaign has wrapped

up. Thank you to everyone who joined the campaign and

invested in our community through United Way. These are

challenging times for so many people in our community.

Every donation inspires hope and touches the lives of

many people in our community. Thank you!

The following incentives were offered again this year: 

Our superintendent and assistant superintendents Owens

Saylor, Jana Beth Francis and Matt Robbins will be at the

service of a school or department for a half day for the 

following accomplishments:

n The highest number of participants

n The highest percentage of participants

n The greatest percentage increase in money collected/ 
pledged from previous year

It will take a while to finalize the numbers; the winners

will be announced in the near future.

Thank you to the following building representatives who

sacrificed a lot of their time to run the campaign in their

schools/departments. It is not a simple task and without

their help, our campaign would not be as successful.

Thank you!

Linda Haynes – Audubon Elementary School

Lauren Fitzmaurice – Burns Elementary School

Cindy Heady – Country Heights Elementary School

Sara Saylor – Deer Park Elementary School

Maggie Jagoe – East View Elementary School

Sally Tingle – Highland Elementary School

Beth Ewing – Meadow Lands Elementary School

Steve Waller – Sorgho Elementary School 

Jennifer Humphrey – Southern Oaks Elementary School

Cassie Chatmon and Malinda Gardner – Tamarack 

Elementary School 

Jennifer Stevens – West Louisville Elementary School

Courtney Murphy – Whitesville Elementary School

Sherri Boehman – Burns Middle School

Kristi Lanham – College View Middle School

Jill Mills – Daviess County Middle School

Millie Roberts – Apollo High School

Sarah Vanegas – Daviess County High School

Katelyn West – Heritage Park High School 

Angela Austin – Owensboro Day Treatment/OTC

Barb McGarvie – Valley School

Sara Davis – Maintenance Department

Elizabeth Moore – Transportation Department 

Cheryl Roberts and Robin Bush – Learning Center 

Nelda Hatfield – Central Office 

DuWayne Dale, director of bands at Daviess County High

School and adjunct professor of music education at 

Kentucky Wesleyan College, has been selected by the

Kentucky Department of Education to serve as one of nine

Regional Arts Specialists, charged with establishing a

communications network and gathering input from arts

teachers in their respective regions.

The pilot program will provide professional development

to school districts pertaining to the Kentucky Arts 

Program Review. DuWayne and his colleagues will serve

on audit teams to evaluate program review reporting

within districts across the state and will collaborate among 

themselves and with KDE to address specific needs within

their regions and to advance arts education, accountability,

assessment and development in Kentucky.

DuWayne said he believes the program will strengthen

arts instruction in Kentucky and will also benefit his role

as a music educator. “Perspective is a powerful tool,” he

said. “This opportunity to step back and examine arts 

education as a whole in our state will help me to better 

understand how our 

programs here at DCHS

measure up.  I expect to

come back from various

meetings and visits to

other schools with ideas

and tools that will 

improve what I’m doing

in my classroom and may

help others at DCHS and

in the DCPS district to do

the same.”

DCPS offers a strong 

education experience in

the areas of visual and

performing arts. “DCPS

has proven its commitment to arts education, and the 

education of the whole child. I believe ours is a district

that has the potential to lead the way and serve as an 

example to others,” DuWayne said.

DuWayne Dale named Regional Arts Specialist



DCMS Boo Run Run 
Daviess County Middle

School is hosting its third

annual Boo Run Run — a

costume-themed 3K and 5K

walk/run race scheduled for

Saturday, Oct. 29.

Both courses begin and end

on the DCMS campus; 3K

stays on the campus for the

entire route. Start times are

9 a.m. (5K) and 9:05 a.m. (3K). The goal is to promote

healthy living and exercise for faculty, staff, students,

friends and family of DCMS and DCPS while raising

money to create and sustain healthy environments for kids.

Registration fee may be paid the morning of the race and

is $10 per person (age 6 and older), with sign-ups starting

at 7 a.m. race day on the football field behind the school.

Infants and toddlers in strollers are also welcome at this

fun family event.

As an added element of fun, participants are encouraged

to walk or run in their Halloween costumes. 

T-shirts are available for $15 on race day while supplies

last. The day will also include inflatables, games and

healthy snacks for all participants from 8 to 10 a.m. Prize

drawings will be held throughout the morning. Fun for

everyone!

For information, contact Alese Ferrell at (270) 852-7600

or by email at alese.ferrell@daviess.kyschools.us

Send information about your

school events and fundraisers to

grapevine@dcps.org 

Contact Linda Haynes at Audubon Elementary School for

a flyer to use between 4 and 10 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 25, at

Texas Roadhouse. Just give the flyer to your server to 

donate 10 percent of your meal purchase to support 

programs at AES while also enjoying a great meal with

family and friends! 

News from the DCPS

Transportation Dept.
School Bus Safety Week is Oct. 17-21. Members of the

DCPS Transportation Department are invited to celebrate

with special theme days this week:

Monday – Spirit Day: Wear your favorite team shirt

Tuesday – Wear your Transportation Department T-shirt

Wednesday – Super Hero Day

Thursday – Hat Day

Friday – All-Out Pink Day to support families and friends

affected by cancer

The DCPS Transportation Department will host its annual

chili potluck on Friday, Oct. 21. Watch for photos! 

Beyond the Call of Duty

Daviess County High School principal Matt Mason went

over and above the call of duty recently to help someone

in need. A visitor to DCHS had a flat tire so Matt 

borrowed a hydraulic jack from the FFA department to

help change the tire. What a great example for our 

students of “Growing Hearts.”



Deadline to submit items for the

DC-bay! feature is Friday, Oct. 21.

Send news to grapevine@dcps.org

Include your name and school/site,

description of item, price and

phone number. Photos should be

submitted as .jpg attachments.

Free Maps!
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet has donated 2015

Kentucky highway maps – now available FREE to our

staff as a learning resource! Perfect for real-life math, 

geography and history projects. Send an email to

grapevine@dcps.org and let us know how many you want

(approximately 70 maps are currently available). 

The Kentucky Department of Juvenile Justice

newsletter, the Juvenile Justice Journal, features

two articles in its latest issue that spotlight 

programs and teachers at Owensboro Day

Treatment and Owensboro Treatment Center,

recognizing them for the outstanding work

they do on behalf of students. The articles are

republished here:

Exciting things are happening at 

Owensboro Day Treatment
Through collaboration with Keith Wells, DJJ 

Superintendent, Owensboro Day Treatment is offering 

online credit recovery to students with credit deficiencies

for the first time ever using iPads. Through our affiliation

with CEEAS, we have been able to purchase monitoring

software at a discounted rate. Mr. Lee Heppler has headed

up this program by locking down the iPads to restrict

sites, disable camera, etc. His expertise in the area of 

technology has been invaluable. Students have each been

assigned an iPad they carry from class to class. 

When they finish with their assignment in class, they work

on their credit recovery. This has really improved student

engagement and cut down on behavioral issues. 

Mr. Heppler’s efforts have instilled trust between the 

education staff and DJJ staff to give our students the best

possible educational opportunities.

Teacher named Ambassador for CEEAS
Amanda Miller, special education teacher at Owensboro

Treatment Center, was named Ambassador to the Center

for Educational Excellence in Alternative Settings

(CEEAS) Unjammed 3.0 in Baltimore. 

Mrs. Miller attended the Unjammed 2.0 Technology 

conference in July of 2015 in Seattle and was chosen to be

an Ambassador of the Unjammed 3.0 Conference. The

Unjammed Conferences consist of groups of teachers and

administrators that are pushing to get more technology in

their facilities to prepare our students to be 21st century

learners in this world of technology. 

This past summer in Baltimore, Amanda Miller

led sessions with her fellow ambassadors to

teach groups of teachers how to incorporate

technology into their classrooms. She guided

sessions for teachers from seven different

states (Kentucky, Missouri, Maryland, North

Dakota, Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Arizona)

across the country for an entire week. 

One of the many highlights of the week was the

Makerspace session which featured the use of a 3D

printer, embroidery machine, 3D doodler, Sphero, and 

Robotics – just to name a few. These tools make learning

tangible for those tactile learners and give an opportunity

for kinesthetic learners to learn by doing. 

Mrs. Miller was very impressed by the enthusiasm from

her fellow teachers and very proud of the Kentucky 

teachers and administrators who participated in 

Unjammed 3.0.

Healthy Lifestyle Tips are brought to you each week,

sponsored by the DCPS Food Services Dept. We care

about you!

Healthy Lifestyle Tip

ODT/OTC Teachers and Programs in the Spotlight



n Each school is taking donations for Trail of
Treats candy through Oct. 24. Haven’t had a

chance to join in a community service project?

This is an excellent opportunity! Trail of Treats

is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 27, in 

downtown Owensboro. Contact Jennifer Martin

for more information about how you can 

participate in this event.

n Monday, Oct. 24, is dress down day! Wear
your DC-KEA shirt and enjoy your jeans!

n There is a time change for the DC-KEA
monthly meeting. We will start at 4:30 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 24, at the DCPS Learning Center.

n Look for DCKEA ballots to be handed out
soon!

n Election day is right around the corner –
Tuesday, Nov. 8. Be an educated voter!  Set a

good example for your students, and get out

and vote!

Questions, comments or coupons? Contact us!

We are here to serve you! 

Your DC-KEA Co-Presidents – 

Danielle Ellis

DCPS Center for Academic Improvement

danielle.ellis@daviess.kyschools.us

270-852-7226

Gail Edmunds 

DCPS Transportation Department

marian.edmunds@daviess.kyschools.us 
Danielle Ellis

Gail Edmunds

News and Updates

Growing Minds, Growing Hearts
Audubon Elementary School students recently

surprised residents of a local nursing home with

ice cream. The children and residents enjoyed

the visit and engaged in lively conversation

while enjoying the cool treats. The activity was

coordinated by AES resource teacher Barb

Rose. Both students and adults loved it!

Send examples of your school’s Growing Minds / 

Growing Hearts activities to grapevine@dcps.org 

“Growing Hearts” photos and information submitted to the Grapevine

will also be posted on our district website. Visit www.dcps.org and

look under “District News,” or click HERE to go directly to that page

to view information about activities at DCPS schools. 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/grow-minds-hearts


This monthly report is provided by

David Shutt, DCPS director of 

facilities and plan operations. His

staff remains committed to ensuring

safe, comfortable and attractive 

environments for teaching and 

learning.

Whitesville Elementary School

n Work on the new preschool 
playground is complete.

Tamarack Elementary School

n Phase 2 work is on track and scheduled to be completed
in late December.

Hail Storm Damages

n The greenhouse roof panels at both high schools have
been installed. There is still one HVAC coil to be replaced

at Highland Elementary School.

West Louisville Elementary School

n The DCPS Maintenance Department completed 
installation of a new sidewalk leading to the playground

area.

West Louisville Erosion Project

n Clay plug material was installed and packed in behind
the sheet wall and has passed testing by Hanson 

Engineering. Touch-up work on the rip rap located on the

creek side of the wall has been completed, as well as the

reworked east drain. Work remaining includes sheet wall

coating, grass seeding and fence installation. Work is 

expected to be completed in the next few weeks.

Deer Park and Apollo Roof Projects 

n Roofing projects at both Deer Park Elementary School
and Apollo High School are completed. Work to repair

damages from a roof leak that occurred during the DPES

roofing replacement has been completed. Final roof 

inspections by Tremco were scheduled for Oct. 17. 

Maintenance and Construction Update

David Shutt

Open Enrollment – Deadline Approaching!
Open Enrollment for the 2017 Kentucky Employees

Health Plan (KEHP) ends on Monday, Oct. 24.

DCPS benefits coordinator Debbie Foreman is available

to assist you from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through

Friday of this week — Oct. 17-21 — and from 8 a.m. to

4:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 24. No appointment is necessary;

employees will be assisted in the order in which they 

arrive at Central Office. (Note: Debbie’s lunch hour is

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. so please do not come during that

time.)

This is a mandatory open enrollment period. Everyone

must enroll in or waive health insurance coverage. If you

do not make an election, you will be defaulted to the 

standard PPO plan (Preferred Provider Organization) for

2017 at the same level as your 2016 plan (single, couple,

parent plus or family).

Tools to use:

n Your KHRIS user ID and personalized benefits analyzer
were sent in the mail. This information will help you 

determine what steps you need to take for open 

enrollment.   

n The Benefits Selection Guide with detailed information
on benefits, plans, health reimbursement arrangements,

and flexible spending accounts was delivered to you at

your school/site. If you need another copy, contact Debbie

Foreman at Central Offcie.

n Additional information about 2016 plan options, 
including wellness benefits available through LivingWell

(which is changing its name to Go365), is available at

kehp.ky.gov 

Assured Partners reps coming to your school/site

Remember: Representatives from Assured Partners N-L,

third-party administrator for DCPS, are making their way

around the district to meet with every full time, eligible

employee to enroll, change or cancel cafeteria plans, 

including dental, vision, life, cancer, disability, etc. These

reps will be in the district through Friday, Nov. 4.

https://personnel.ky.gov/Pages/healthinsurance.aspx

